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htaness paper makers of foday trace i
ancestry  ta the artisans n Buddhist
manasteries, where monks and lamas mide
paper [or religions wood Bleck manuscripls
and elaboralely painbed Mmeghos.  Dne can
see such manuseripts in the Mational Library, Thimphu
Before the introduction of paper, hundreds [u:-rh.|||'\c
thousands ol vears acgo, animal sKin Known as yelim,
medal and parchment were usad for writing. Exactly when
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paper manufacticring began in Bliutan ks
a subject of much discossion among
hisgtarians, but ona thing is clear - ils
technigues  and materials  ave
remained mare or less the sams. The
monk whe made first sheet of papar

ol ancl pouwnded tree bark, then

el

| the pulp and deied it That was
WA,
ta Blatan can Tind

1Tl e,

albms,

frames, bags, pos 5 and
stationery, all me usly made by soge
ald methad awnd 1als from high
mountain for Thers i=s no environ-
mental damage as no cliemicals ane nsed

in the |'JI|EII:I.|.|JI:| of hand-made Pl eE. [n
fact, the whale process is natural. The
fibres swirl and dance with a =lighl
cemee ancd the mesl baawtifnl sheats
I with codourful Mewer p
d sesls,

The mosi plamt wsedd  lar
paper-making 1s the Daphoe tres, a
relative of mulberry, The high altit
plamd i lenernel inabomabanee in the
Elans ol Lhee coumniry.
is made in the bark and its outer layer is
peled aoff and discarded, The innar bark
al, pounded, sheves] amd dried o
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fapermaking s a small cotlage

industry in Blutan and  anly a  lew
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manufaciurers could afford the high cost of fuel, which is
pasential for the production of paper Toarnsis are encaaragenld
b wigil these paper wnits to fBamiliarise themselves of the
indigenous ancient ar, For lack of patronage, it may beooms
exlinct  or succumb o modern techobgues. Thimpsh,
Trashigang, Punakha, Bumthang, Mongar and Gedo are
famous For hand-mads paper Finkshed products are availabls
in the shops. You can get printad gour party invikation card,
graduaticn anmounesEment ar oreeling carls on this hand-
made paper which will be unique and exclusive.

Cinomy mast recent tour B0 Bhotan, [ purchassed sevaral
larepe sheets of whilte paper and prnbed phobegraphs ol
Bhutan en them. By photo printer managed the paper just
fine and the inks penetrated quite well, This crisp paper can
wilhstand multiple Block printing sa D swould nol hesilals o
recamimend if e pholegraphers and artists, [

Just stap by the hardware shop in Thimphw and bay a (8
small piece of PVC plastic pips, one that will fit inside your 25 _';.,_'1
suitease. Then role the papser and insert it in e pipe. #4 S S X

Eokin Smillie
T caither ie presidam? of werw faiibowind)efodanra, ool
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